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persistent obtrusiveness in so far as it is not traced to its
source in psychological conditions contributes to
determine belief in their reality.

(2) ERRORS OF IGNORANCE AND INADVERTENCE

We turn now from the error of confusion to the error
of mere ignorance, which must be taken to include all
forgetfulness or inadvertence. As I have before pointed
out, all error involves some ignorance or inadvertence ;
but in the case of confusion there is also some other
positive ground of the erroneousness of the belief. An
irrelevant condition operates as if it were relevant. It
would not do so, if we were fully and persistently aware of
its presence and influence, and to this extent the error of
confusion is one of ignorance or inadvertence ; but the
ignorance and inadvertence is not the sole cause of error.
There is also the undetected influence of the irrelevant
factor determining the course of thought. In the error
of mere ignorance or inadvertence, on the other hand, the
sole ground of the erroneousness of the belief lies in the
insufficiency of the data, at the time when it is formed.
But here we must guard against a misapprehension. The
error is not identical with the ignorance or inadvertence.
It is a belief having a positive content of its own. Nor
is it correct to say even that the determining cause of
this belief lies in the ignorance or inadvertence. Mere
negation or privation cannot be the sole ground of any
positive result. What directly determines belief is the
data which are presented, not anything which is un-
presented, and we must add to these as another
positive condition the urgency of the interest which
demands a decision and will not permit of a suspense of
judgment. It is these factors which are operative in
producing the belief. Ignorance and inadvertence
account only for its erroneousness. In all cognitive
process we seek to be determined by the nature of our
object. But if the object is only partially known, what is
unknown may be relevant so that if it had been known